
COURSE SYLLABUS/HANDBOOK:  Band, 2015-2016 

  
Instructor: Lindsay Van Winkle 

Email: lvanwinkle@alexanderschools.org 

School Phone: (740)698-8831 Ext. 564 

 
STANDARDS 

Following is a listing of major topic areas with emphasis and outcomes as they may be applied to any band 

program: 

   
Emphasis                                                                Outcome 

1.  Cleanliness                              Care of Instrument 

2.  Lubrication                             Proper mechanical operation of instrument 

  

Holding the Instrument 
1. Finger and hand position                        Continuous growth and  

2. Angle of Instrument                                 development of muscular facility 

  

Tone Production 

1.  Proper embouchure                        Development of characteristic sound 

2.  Use of tongue 

3.  Breathing 

4.  Posture 

  

Music Reading 

1. Letter names of staff                       1. Induce sensitivity to pitch, melodic           

2. Letter names of notes                          line dynamics, tone quality 

3. Meter, key signature,                      2. Development of eye habits 

phrasing, and rhythm 

4.  Note values                                       

5. Fingerings 

  

Group Attitudes 

Awareness of each individual’s 

responsibility to the group:  Progress through teamwork 

a. attendance 

b.  conduct 

c.  preparation in music 

  

Emotional Growth 
Students will work to express                                      Students will express themselves emotionally. 

the emotions conveyed in the music. 

 

Grading 

The grading system used in band classes will be based on an averaged/cumulative point system. This 

allows the student to determine their grade depending on their tests, home preparation and 

participation.  

Grading Scheme: This class will adhere to the Alexander Local Schools Grading Policy that consists of the 

following grading scale: 

  

A 100-93, A- 92-90, B+ 89-87, B 86-83, B- 82-80, C+ 79-77, C 76-73, C- 72-70, D+ 69-67, D 66-60, F 59-00  

 
 



Homework (practice records, reports, projects) 10%     
Class Participation/Work Ethic 25%        
Written & Playing Test 20%           
Performances/Rehearsals 25%  
Ohio University Performance Reflection 20% 
Alexander band students have a great opportunity for growth through Ohio University.  Students will 

need to attend at least one performance through the Ohio University School of Music (most of which are 

free) and writing a one-page reflection on what they thought/learned from the performance during the 

school year.  Visit https://www.ohio.edu/finearts/music/whats-happening/events.cfm for the School of 

Music events calendar to see what events are coming up. 

 

 

Late Work 

  
Absence/Make-Up Procedures: Upon returning to school following an absence, it is the student’s 

responsibility to contact the teacher to request make-up work within the time specified by the 

teacher. Students may make up missed assignments if there is an extenuating circumstance such as 

illness, death in family, family crisis, APS Board approved field trips, etc. Mrs. Van Winkle should be 

notified of the circumstances with a written verbal note from a parent or guardian. The amount of time 

given to make up work will be the same as the amount of time the student was absent unless other 

arrangements are mutually agreed upon. For each day (defined as the first 24 hours after the start of 

class) that an assignment is late, 10% will be deducted from the final grade on the assignment. 

Make-up work submitted late will receive a zero. The student will receive the actual grade on the make-

up work if the absence was “excused.”  

  
Daily Expectations: Supplies 

  

As we have a limited supply of school-owned instruments available for student use, it is recommended 

that parents arrange to rent, lease, or purchase their child’s instrument. School-owned instruments are 

issued based upon availability and at the director’s discretion.  Additionally, students should purchase 

their own mouthpieces, reeds, neck straps, and other accessories relative to the upkeep of their 

instrument. Every class day, every band student will have the following supplies: 

1.       A folder with all music and method/warm up book. 

2.       Their instrument with accessories, in playable condition. 

3.       A pencil. 

5.       All woodwind players (except flutes) should have a minimum of at least three “playable” reeds in a 
protective guard. Brass players should have valve oil and tuning slide grease in their cases at 

all times. Percussionist should have their stick bag w/mallets for each class period. 

6.       An instrument case with a name tag listing proper identification and contact information. 

�If a student does not have any one of the required materials on any class day, points will be deducted 

from that student’s materials and daily participation grade. 

�Each student will also be required to have at home: 
��a metronome/ tuner (now available free as apps on smartphones) 
��a music stand 

  

Other supplies, which may be required later in the year, include: 

�      required mutes (Brass players) 

�      required mouthpieces (Symphonic Band & Jazz Ensemble Members) 

�      Stick Bag w/mallets (Percussionists) 

  

Mrs. Van Winkle can recommend local vendors for all of the above supplies. 

Please talk to Mrs. Van Winkle immediately if any of these requirements is a problem. 
 

https://www.ohio.edu/finearts/music/whats-happening/events.cfm


  

Daily Expectations: Rehearsal 
  
Members of the Alexander bands will display nothing but the most professional, on task, and respectable 

behavior in band class/rehearsal. Continual failure to do so may result in dismissal from the band 

program.   Therefore, students are expected to: 

  

1.    Be Present. Be Prepared. Be Punctual. This means to have all necessary materials and be on time 

daily. 

2.    Demonstrate respect and courtesy for the director, for yourself, for other students, and for the school 

and its property. 

3.       Always do your best.  Be actively engaged. 

4.       Do not display any electronic device unless given permission by the director. 

5.       Use appropriate language and behavior at all times. 

6.       Refrain from bringing food, drinks, gum or candy to class. 

7.       Always have their fingernails clipped enough to allow for technically sound playing. 

8.       Treat our band and its contents (instruments and music) with the utmost care. 

  

If a student chooses not to follow these standards, then he/she also chooses to accept the 
consequences for his/her actions. The consequences are as follows: 
1 First incident: Student is verbally reminded of class standards and asked to change behavior – noted in 

grade book. 

2 Second incident: Points are deducted from daily conduct grade, conference with director, and parents 

may be notified. Detention time will be assigned. 

3 Third incident: Parents will be called, seating will be changed (chair placement), and participation will 

be temporarily suspended. 

4 Fourth incident: All points from daily conduct grade are deducted. A conference will be scheduled with 

director and parent(s).  

5 Any severe disruption: Student is immediately sent to the Principal for appropriate disciplinary actions. 

  

Concert and Rehearsal Attendance 

Attendance at ALL concerts and at supplementary rehearsals leading up to them is MANDATORY. 

  

Scheduling Conflicts 

  

1. In the event of a scheduling conflict, the event of which the student has been informed for the longest 

period of time will take precedence. 

  

2. Any student who feels he/she must miss a band performance must fill out a Request for Excused Band 
Absence Form at least one week before the scheduled performance. In such a case, an excused absence 

may be granted, but is not guaranteed. 

  

3. Conflicts with other school activities will only be excused if both teachers are notified well in advance 

and student planning is evident. 

  

4. Exceptions will be made for extreme illness or emergency, if such circumstances are verified in writing 

by a parent, guardian, and/or other relevant authority within one week of the concert. 

  

5. Any excused absence from a concert must be made up with substitute work. It is your responsibility to 

contact Mrs. Van Winkle for your assignment within one week of the missed concert. 

  

6. Any unexcused absence from a concert will result in a lowered grade. 

  



Tardies 

1. Tardy is defined as not being in the band room when the bell rings or class begins.� 

2.   Each tardy will significantly lower your participation grade for that day. 

3.  A tardy may be listed as Excused only if the student bears a signed note from a teacher, administrator, 

or staff member. 

  

Practice 

All students enrolled in instrumental music are expected to practice at home on a consistent 
basis.    Practice allows the student to review what has been learned in class. Students are expected to 
prepare their music for class rehearsal so that they can play their part accurately! Practice should be 

considered the “homework” portion of this class. Students are expected to strive for at least 30 quality 

minutes, a minimum of 5 times per week.   Parents are asked to help supervise and authenticate their 
child’s progress.  . Students should contact Mrs. Van Winkle if they have any questions or need extra 

help. There are no short cuts to success. It takes a little extra effort! 

 
Performance Dates 
Oct. 27, 2015, 7PM Alexander Cafetorium- Jr. High Band and HS Band 

Dec. 8, 2015, 7 PM Alexander Cafetorium- Beginning Band, Jr. High Band, HS band, Jazz Band 

March 15, 2016 7 PM Alexander Cafetorium- Jr. High Band, HS Band, Jazz Band, *some Beginning Band 

Students may be asked to perform at this concert in small ensembles or solos. 

May 17, 2016, 7 PM Alexander Cafetorium- Beginning Band, Jr. High Band, and HS Band 

***Every attempt possible will be made to adhere to this schedule.  Students will be notified well in 
advance of changes made.*** 

 

CONCERT DRESS: 
Boys: 

Pant:  Black long pants, no denim 

Shirt:  White Shirt with a collar, must be tucked in. 

  Shoes:  Black, with black socks 

Girls: 

Pant or Skirt:  Black pants, Capri or Skirt.  Make sure you can sit comfortably in your skirt and it is 

not too short. (A black dress is also acceptable.) 

 Shirt:  Black 

Shoes:  Black (sandals are okay as long as they have a heel strap) 

 


